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Tne following illustrations of maculated typhus or ship fever were ob- 
tained during a period of four months’ observation at the hospitals con- 
nected with the House of Industry at South Boston, and subsequently 
of four weeks in the fever wards at Deer Island. During this time about 
700 cases of that disease were seen. ‘Those here presented are a few 
from a multitude of records there made, partial or entire, as the value or 
interest of the case dictated, or time would allow. Of these instances 
some will be submitted at length and in detail. Abstracts of others 
will be made, or the pathological researches alone given. 

It is presumed no apology need be offered for occupying a space in a 
few numbers of this Journal with such delineations, though some of 
them may seem at first sight unnecessarily minute. The whole sub- 
ject demands the attention of the medical community. The disease, 
among all classes and conditions sufficiently severe, has proved particu- 
larly fatal in this country whenever it has assailed the ranks of our pro- 
fession. From present appearances we have no reason to anticipate its 
speedy cessation amongst us. Contributions, then, from every source, 
which may serve to elucidate the pathology, the habits and treatment 
of the disease, as it shows itself here, will no doubt be welcomed. 

The selections which follow are made, not with a view to offer any- 
thing remarkable and unusual, but to present fair examples of the fever 
as it appeared at the above-named places, and illustrate its various types 
and modifications, in both its mild and severe forms, whether on 
in recovery or otherwise. The imperfections which may occur wil 
claim indulgence, when it is remembered that these observations were 
taken necessarily in a hurried manner, under peculiarly depressing influ- 
ences, and in circumstances when a constant demand for the exertions 
at the bedside, of the medical force in attendance, gave little time for 
study and investigation elsewhere. 

first case adduced is one of sporadic nature, which occasionally 
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presented, of medium severity, which could be traced to no definite 
source, running its course evenly, and without any marked phenomena, 
but of the nature of which there could be no doubt. 

Case I.—Mary J. D., 30 years of age, of large frame, bilious and 
nervous temperament, was admitted to hospital of House of Industry 
July Ist, with fever. ‘Two or three weeks previously she was discharged 
from the wards, where she had remained several weeks under treatment 
for chronic bronchial affection with indigestion and other dyspeptic 
symptoms. At the time of her departure she considered herself well, 
and returned to her situation as domestic in a family in the city. 

Having experienced for two or three days previously erratic pains 
throughout the system, with occasional nausea, anorexia, dizziness and 
general lassitude, on the 26th of June, while about her usual employ- 
ment, she was suddenly seized with chills, accompanied with violent 
headache, and followed by heat, pain in the back, joints and limbs, 
stiffness, and general soreness of the muscles. 

The following day she took to her bed. Since then the above symp- 
toms have been increasing from day to day, with decided exacerbations 
at night. She has had hot skin, thirst, a loaded tongue, perverted vision, 
great restlessness and inability to sleep. 

_ She had been purged freely at the outset, and two days previous to 
admission got an emetic of ipecac., which operated well. 

July 1st.—Appears a good deal prostrated. Complains of violent 
headache, particularly intense in a line across the forehead, and pains 
in back, loins and limbs ; much nausea, retching ; foul and loaded tongue. 
She has considerable cough, but this is of long standing. Abdomen soft 
and natural. No appetite, intense thirst, great restlessness and general 
uneasiness. Directed tepid sponging of arms and chest. Cold lotions 
to head—cool drinks—light farinaceous diet. Morphia, gr. 1-8, nocte. 

2d.—Drowsed a little, but got no refreshing sleep during the night. 
This morning has still intense pain across the forehead and in the eyes, 
with great sensibility to light—brows contracted — face sallow and 
expressive of some stupor—tongue swollen and flabby, covered with a 
thick, yellowish white fur extending to edges and tip—bad taste in mouth 
—foetor of breath—harassing cough—pain and soreness of chest undi- 
minished—percussion good anteriorly—slight bronchial mucous rale— 
burning heat in stomach—dull pain in upper portion of right iliac region, 
increased by coughing—abdomen otherwise natural—pulse 94, regular, 
quick and jerking, moderately full—urine scanty, high colored, thick 
and sediinentous—three stools, very dark and foetid—skin dry, but little 
above the yee temperature. Surface of abdomen, chest and shoulders 
presents, on careful examination, a peculiar obscure mottled appearance, 


resembling the commencing congestion of a mild case of roseola, but no . 


macule yet defined. 

Cold drinks in s‘nall quantities administered —gruel—bland 
arrowroot given cold—evaporating lotion to head—turpentine stupe to 
chest and epigastrium—efferves. mixt. p.r. n.; sulph. morph. gr. 1-8 
repeated in two hours, s. 0. s. 
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3d.—Slept pretty well on 1-8. gr. morphine—expression of face much 
the same—headache less severe—eyes a little injected—tongue has some- 
what darker coat, otherwise the same—slight appearance of sordes on 
teeth and lips—great fcetor of breath—skin dry and hot, with great 
sensitiveness of surface—pulse 104, regular, moderately full and firm— 
cough the same—tenderness of epigastrium slight—pain and uneasiness 
of chest relieved—abdomen soft, natural, no tenderness on pressure—no 
pain. Macule apparent on abdomen and sides of chest, seen also faintly on 
arms and legs; these spots disappear almost wholly on pressure, and resemble 
the lighter eruption of measles—urine scanty and high colored—no stool 
of a strong, offensive and peculiar odor 

ying pains in back and limbs—intelligence —No appetite—great 
thirst for cold drinks. Diet and drinks Soridiesen aie MIXt. 5 
ol. ricini, 3 ss. in emulsion ; morphia, p.r. n. at night ; lot. to head cont. 
4th.—Slept early in the night, after two doses morphia. General 
appearance as yesterday—pain continues in head, back and loins—eyes 
the same—face somewhat flushed—tongue inclining to brown—chest 
natural on percussion anteriorly—slight bronchial mucous rale—some 
dullness inferiorly on back—tespiration generally somewhat obscure— 
some tenderness at epigastrium—considerable nausea and retching. Ab- 
domen soft, natura tympanitis, tenderness or pain—skin more 
hot, but moist—burning sensation at stomach—pulse as yesterday :—spots 
more numerous and distinct, seen on abdomen, chest, extremities and 
back—urine as yesterday—three stools of dark-yellowish brown color. 
The strong and peculiar odor of surface very noticeable—no appetite 
t desire for cold drinks—intelfigence a little obscured. 
water in small quantities and frequently—liq. acet. ammon., § ss. 
t. hora, or neutral mixture if the former disagrees—morphia at night in 
1-16 gr. repeated every hour till sleep supervene, or till 1-4 gr. has 
been taken. : 
5th.—Took 1-8 gr. morphia last night, which procured sleep of short 
continuance and disturbed—general appearance of more prostration— 
pain in head abated, continues in back and loins—eyes slightly injected 
—face less flushed—tongue swollen, coat darker in middle, very white 
towards edges, but te moist—cough severe, attended with pain and 
looseness—considerable tenderness at epigastrium—nausea and retching 
relieved—heat of skin increased, communicating a burning sensation to 
the hand—general and great sensitiveness of surface. Spots apparent on 
chest, abdomen and back, mostly vanish under firm pressure, more nu- 
merous and persistent on back—pulse 104, soft, compressible—breath- 
ing hurried and laborious, but regular—urine as yesterday—one stool— 
we good—no appetite—persistent thirst—desires cold and 
acid drinks. 

Mild farinaceous diet given in small quantities at regular intervals— 
tepid sponging of trunk and arms—liq. acet. ammonia or effervescing 
draught—cold drinks slightly acidulated with cream of tartar. Morphia 
Nocte, p. r. n. 


6th.—Took 1-4 gr. morphia—rested better during the night—-still in- 
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creasing prostration—pain more severe in head—in back and limbs as 

y—eyes sensitive and suffused—face paler—tongue as yesterday 
—cough rather less—some tenderness of epigastrium—nausea returned 
—=skin moist but intensely hot (calor mordicans)—spots much as yester- 
day, a little paler—pulse 104, a little fuller and firmer—breathing 36, 
somewhat laborious, interrupted by coughing—considerable apathy and 
stupor, but patient easily arousec!.and then answers questions readily 
sordes on teeth and lips—breath very fcetid—no 
appetite—urgent thirst continues—one yellowish-brown liquid stool— 
urine more abundant and of lighter color. 

Spirits Mindereri or soda, p. r.n. Sponge with very mild solution of 
chloride of soda, tepid or as most agreeable. Terebinthinate |ini- 
ment to chest and epigastrium—in other respects ut heri. 

7th.—Took 1-4 gr. morphia and slept well all night—face as yester- 
day—eyes less sensitive to light—tongue swollen—coat more foul and 
dark—-sordes on teeth and lips—skin very hot but moist—coughs much 
—great tenderness in epigastric region—abdomen soft and natural— 
spots disappearing—pulse 100, of moderate strength and volume—res- 

iration 32, laborious, accompanied with moaning—urine as yesterday— 
bowels rather loose—stools watery, dark and offensive—no appetite 
—thirst continues urgent—complains of loss of memory and great 

inapism to epigastri v. Doveri, gr. viij., which repeat s. 0. 8. 
Continue in other respects as yesterday. SMorphia in a nye at 
night, s. 0. s. 

8th.—Slept well most of the night after gr. 1-4 of morphia—general 
appearance improved, though expressive of great weakness—eyes clearer 
and less sensitive to li re in head much less—tongue somewhat 
swollen, covered with foul, -yellow coat in middle, very white to- 
wards edges, cleaning at tip—sordes on teeth—skin less hot and more 
moist—coughs mucli—soreness at epigastrium much relieved—abdomen 
soft and natural—bowels not so loose—one stool this morning, more 
natural—maculz faintly seen—breathing 28, less laborious, with, slight 
moaning—pulse 88, firmer—a little appetite—thirst not so urgent—conm- 
plains of weakness and faintness. peat sinapism, s. 0. s.—incresse 
diet—beef-tea cautiously water—morphia nocte, gr. 1-16 
repeated q. semi hora till sleep ensues. 

%h.—Took morphia three times and slept pretty well—genera! ap- 
pearance much as yesterday—eyes the sa ce more flushed—head- 
ache increased—tongue as yesterday—sordes on teeth and lips—cough 
severe—constant dull pain in chest—increased epigastric tenderness— 
breathing 32, regular, slightly laborious—abdomen soft and natural— 
skin moderately cool, moist—pulse 88, character as yesterday—urine 
the same—one stool, scanty and dark—diminished thirst and improved 
appetite. 

ffervescing draught—turpentine stupe to chest and epigastrium. 
Omit beef-tea, and allow only toast arrowroot in 
small quantities and at frequent intervals. 


10th.—Took 1-4 gr. morphia and slept well—general appearance 
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brighter—face paler than natural—eyes clearer—tongue has a dark- 
yellow, foul coat on centre and base, moist—very little sordes on lips— 

Ise 82—respiration 32—one stool, more natural—appetite improved. 

ore nourishing diet—morph. nocte. 

11th.—Slept much yesterday, but little during the night—tongue a 
little improved—sorces gone from lips, a little on teeth—very little pain 
in head, much in extremities—slight tenderness of epigastrium—abdomen 
natural—skin cool and moist—pulse 80, feeble, com pressible—breathi 
38, natural—no stool—considerable thirst—appetite goo 

R. Vin. puri, sol. sulph. quiniw, 44 M. 3 ss. every fourth hour. Nou- 
rishing diet—toast water. 

12th.—General aspect improved, but expressive of weakness—severe 
pain in legs, but none elsewhere—tongue cleaning, moist—cough loose 
and much less—skin cool and moist—pulse 80, fuller and 
breathing good—no stool—but little thirst—appetite moderate. R. Ol. 
ricini, § ss. in aromatic emulsion—wine and quinine continued—mutton 
broth in small quantities. 

13th.—Slept well without the aid of morphia—eyes and face natural 
—tongue has thin, moist, dark-brownish coat in middle, natural at tip 
and edges—no tenderness at epigastrium—thirst diminished—appetite 
improved—pain in lower extremities severe and annoying—skin and 
- moist, natural—one stool—pulse 80, soft, regular, of moderate volume. 
More nourishing diet given often in small quantities—wine and quinine 
continued less frequently—stimulating pediluvia. 

20th.—Nothing unusual has occurred since last date. Convalescence 
has proceeded evenly and rapidly as could have been expected in a 
viously enfeebled constitution. Nourishing diet and drinks—beef-tea 
and broths cautiously given—bitter tonics alone or in combination with. 
stimulants, and oil in emulsion to open the bowels when costive, has been 
— as circumstances required. Patient has now her usual degree 

th. 

This case offers nothing remarkable. Its duration, from the first ac- 

cession of fever to convalescence, was 16 days. As might have been 
icted, the force of the disease was determined chiefly to the chest. 

ext to the lungs, the stomach suffered most. ‘The prostration was very 

considerable. The brain was only slightly affected. There was no. 
marked vascular or nervous excitement. The eruption, the hot 

skin, the peculiar odor of the perspiration, and the general fuliginous 
aspect, were characteristic. The only plan of treatment demanded was 
the expectant, till marked prostration began to appear, when the 
combination of wine and quinine with a strengthening diet, cautiously 
managed, ced the best effects. Diarrhoea, which came on once, 
was readily checked by the powders of ipecac. and opium in small 


Case I1.—John Swain, a sailor, 49 years of age, of robust frame 
and hardy constitution, formerly intemperate, became an imate of House , 
of Industry in April last. He assisted occasionally as nurse in the fever 
words, ond ‘web ieee ja with sake 
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Thursday, June 24th, was admitted to hospital. Four days previously he 
complained of weakness, lassitude and incapacity for exertion, with head- 
ache, pain in back and limbs, uneasy sensations at the stomach, general 
sensitiveness of surface and soreness of the muscles, or, to use his own 
expression, ‘‘a bruised feeling as though he had been beaten with clubs.” 
For the three following days, these symptoms continued in an aggravated 
form, with occasional rigors and alternations of heat. His appetite re- 
mained pretty good, and he still kept about, wearing a dull look. 

June 25th.—Sixth day of fever. Had at time of admission yester- 
day, intense cephalalgia, referred chiefly to forehead and eyes, with in- 
crease of all the preceding et eek epee and protracted chills, 
followed by intense heat. an emetic of ipecac., 5 ss. which operated 
well, and produced diaphoresis with temporary relief of symptoms. 

Slept but little during the night—has this morning intense = in 
head and back—also pain in joints and limbs—eyes dull—face flushed, 
of darker hue than natural—ex pression of some apathy—tongue covered 
at centre and base with moderately thick, moist, yellow coat, clean and red 
at edges and tip—skin moist, not much above the natural temperature— 
abdomen soft and natural—slight gurgling in right iliac region, no pain on 
pressure—respiration good—an abundant eruption beginning to a 
on abdomen, nedioee and chest, like florid measles in form and hue, 
some slightly raised, others not at all, vanishing mostly under 
restlessness—considerable appetite—much thirst—pulse 84, full 
and moderately strong—urine free—one or two stools since yesterday 
morning, offensive. Ol. ricini in emulsion—light farinacous diet—acet. 
ammonia, § ss. q. 4th hora—morphia, gr. 1-8, nocte. 

7th day.—Slept two hours after the morphia. On waking felt much 
relieved—this morning expression better—intellect clear—less pain in 
head and back—same in joints—tongue as yesterday—face ci dark- 
er hue—pulse more frequent, of moderate force and volume, regular— 
breathing a little quicker, regular—skin hot and dry—abdomen natural 
—no tympanitis, tenderness or soreness—gurgling ceased—spots more 
apparent, of darker hue, irregular in form, isolated and in clusters, disap- 
pear only partially under the finger, and communicate, some of them, a 
slight sensation of elevation—urine as yesterday—bowels regular—appe- 
tite continues good—thirst urgent, desires acid drinks—complains of 
much weakness. Gruel, weak tea and dry toast in moderate quantity— 
slightly acidulated drinks—tepid sponging—acet. ammon., ut heri. 

8th.—Increased prostration—no good sleep—wandering delirium at 
night—some nervous agitation—intense pain in head—tongue thickly 
coated with dark yellow fur, but yet moist, tip and edges of lilac hue 
—dark thin line of sordes on lips—some cough—pulse more frequent, 
otherwise as yesterday—skin very hot—perspiration at times abundant, 
but affords no relief—macule very abundant on abdomen, chest and ex- 
tremities, darker in hue, on some parts resemble the dark efflorescence of 
measles, slightly raised, disa ring on firm pressure, others of the na- 
ture of true petechie, im ded in substance of skin, persistent—some 


tenderness at epigastrium-—no tympanitis or tenderness of abdomen—much 


as 


S888 


& 


Ww 
of 
au 
an 
stu 
apt 
qua 
ach 
con 
as 
stu 
Mc 
] 
prot 


Notes and Mlustrations of Ship Fever. 495 


nausea and retching—urine high colored—bowels moderately free—de- 

jections liquid and dark—appetite still good—much thirst for acid 

drinks. Diet and drinks as yesterday—tepid sponging continued—cold 

a mixt.—sulph. morph., gr. 1-8 at night, repeated in two 
rs $. 0. S. 

%h.—Got some sleep after two doses morphia—pain in head di- 
minished—eyes somewat injected—face more flushed, inclining to leaden 
hue—tongue darker in middle and base, in other respects as yesterday— 
pulse weaker, compressible—some irregularity of breathing—slight cough, 
attended with some pain—percussion good anteriorly—slight bronchial 
mucous rale—skin less hot—perspires much—spots increasing in abun- 
dance—still darker, communicate no sensation of elevation to the finger— 
persistent under pressure—abdomen natural—three dejections—appetite 
morbid—some stupor, but intelligence good when roused—same treat- 

10th e i more marked, but intelli clear 
when difficulty from exhaustion—some 
sordes on teeth and lips—tongue swollen, with dry brownish coat in 
centre, light moist fur at edges—pulse more frequent and feeble, very 
compressible—skin cool and moist—perspires continually—spots pete- 
chial, livid, persistent—abdomen natural—three or four dejections. 

= quantities, regularly given— ss. of a mixture of 
wine a . sulph. quiniz, equal parts, every fourth hour—sulph. morph. 
gr. 1-16 re at off an 

Lith. pt very little—eyes suffused—dull pain in head—face of 
dusky hue—thick, dark-brown, foul coat on tongue, livid at tip and 
edges—sordes on teeth and lips—breathing short, hurried—pulse 112, 
weak, compressible, regular—skin moist, slight increase of temperature 
—considerable cough—percussion dull at posterior and inferior portions 
of chest—some tenderness at epigastrium—abdomen soft and natural— 
abundant livid macule on ie gee chest and back, less distinct on arms 
and legs—urine high colored, cloudy—two stools—great prostration— 
stupor, but no decided cerebral symptoms—impulse of heart feeble— 
appetite gone—vin. et quin. every two hours—mutton broth in small 
quantities frequently given. 

Morphia at night in minute doses, p. F. 0. 

12th.—Slept well towards morning—1-8 gr. of morphia—dull head- 
ache continues—tongue a little drier and browner—face as yesterday— 
sordes on teeth and lips—breathing 36—pulse 112, regular, much less 
compressible—skin above natural temperature, less moist—chest symp- 
toms as yesterday—spots more apparent-on extremities, in other respects 
as yesterday—abdomen natural—two stools, yellowish, liquid, foetid— 
stupor rather less marked—appetite returned—intense thirst. 

Be Er draught—porter in small quantities—vin. et quin., ut heri. 

orphia, p. r. n. 

13th.—Slept pretty well—expression of countenance dull and vacant 
—tmore stupor—eyes less injected, some sensitiveness to 
protruded with difficulty, red at tip and edges, more dry, covered a 
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thick, dark yellowish-brown coat, fissured—no tenderness at epigastrium 

rcussion decidedly dull to a considerable extent on lower back, 
with slight subcrepitant rale and bronchophony—breathing as yesterda 
—skin more hot—pulse 112, as yesterday—abdomen natural—one stool, 
dark, slimy, foetid—petechiz still of darker hue, more vivid on extremi- 
ties, very abundant and strongly marked on back—some appetite, and 
thirst for acid drinks—great prostration. 

Same treatment as yesterday—morphia at night, p. r. n.—tonic mix- 
ture more frequently given. | 

14th.—Got some unquiet and disturbed sleep—continual moaning— 
more complete prostration—great headache, and pain in every part of 

—great sensibility of surface and soreness of muscles—face more 
and of more dusky hue—tongue glossy at tip and edges ; its cen- 
tral coat dry, hard and black ; prot with difficulty—no sordes on 
teeth—slight cough—tenderness at epigastrium—pulse 98, rather more 
feeble—skin as yesterday—breathing more difficult, short and hurried— 
spots fainter-—three , character as yesterday—appetite capricious— 
constant and great thirst for acid drinks—intelligence more obscure— 
tendency to coma—subsultus affecting tendons of wrists and hands— 
decubitus dorsal, with knees drawn up—slips down in bed. 

Beef tea—chicken broth—wine and quinine, § ss., q. sec. hora. Effer- 
ves. draught—Dover’s powder, grs. v. nocte. , 

15th.—Slept pretty well—general appearance as yesterday—pain con- 
tinues severe in head and back—eyes injected, and very sensitive to 
light—tongue protruded with difficulty, withdrawn slowly, with a hard, 
dry dark coat extending to tip, edges livid and moist—more sordes on lips— 
face more dull, more livid and dusky—chest symptoms less severe—con- 
tinued tenderness at epigastrium—sensitiveness of surface continues— 
skin, generally, over the body, darker than natural—spots fading, the 
lightest disappear on pressure, others do not—very slight tenderness of 
abdomen—one stool—urine abundant—skin less dry and hot—pulse 88, 
of moderate fullness and firmness, regular—intelligence improved—some 
moaning—appetite and thirst less—decubitus more easy. 

Arrow root—beef tea, cautiously given—demulcent drinks—tonic 
mixture every fourth hour—morphine, gr. 1-16th, at night ; repeat every 
hour till sleep ensues, or till gr. 1-4 is taken. 

16th.—Passed a better night—general appearance of great prostration 
—countenance clearer—eyes less injected and less sensitive—pain in 
head and back much less—tongue protruded and withdrawn more readily, 
clearing at tip and edges a little, otherwise as yesterday—less sordes— 
less cough, breathing more easy and free—slight moaning—very slight 
tenderness at epigastrium and abdomen—surface less 
fainter—skin natural—urine natural—three stools, scanty, yellow i 
yet urgent—appetite strong—intelligence good—decubitus easy and 
natural—says he feels weaker. 

mares draught—veal broth—arrow root—wine and quinine, ut heri 

la, $. 0. s. 


17th.—Slept very well—complains of weakness only—eyes and face 
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lar, free, easy—cough less—skin cool, natural—sensitiveness of sur- 
face diminished—spots fading—no tenderness at epigastrium—urine more 
abundant, passed without difficulty—two stools, more natural—appetite 
good—thirst still considerable for acid drink—intelligence ecubi- 
tus on side or back, easy—pulse 80, full, firm, regular. 

Continue same remedial measures. 

19th.—The notes of yesterday showed an improvement in all the 
cleaner at tip and edges, its coat less dark and hard 
ar bon excretory functions more naturally performed—pulse 78, full 
an 

This morning, appears still improved—slept well all night—no pain— 
face and eyes brighter—tongue cleaning—no cough—skin natural—urine 
abundant, of good color—one stool, natural—appetite urgent—thirst less 

me treatment—particular caution enjoined as to diet—good farina- 
ceous articles: calves’ foot jelly, and the lighter broths, administered in 
small quantities, frequently and regularly—tonic mixture, 3 ss. ter in die— 
morphine 1-8 gr. nocte, s. 0. s. 

2ist.—Yesterday had somewhat more thirst—tongue clean in middle, 
but dry and very red, a broad line of white coat on each side—no pain— 
expressed himself as feeling every way better. Substitute a grain or two 
of sulphate of quinine, three times a day, for the mixture. 

To-day, tongue cleaner, but rather dry and very red—no morbid thirst 
—universal and marked improvement—complains of nothing but weak- 
sill very red-— 

24th._— no un sym gue moist, still very 
no affection of chest concise thine natural—digestion well 
—all functions natural. Convalescence was speedily merged in perfect 
health, with no untoward symptom. 

Observations.—Here the disease was more intense than in the 
ing case, and showed a pretty distinct crisis on the eve of the 15th day. 

rsistent appetite was a curious feature. The petechial eruption 
and dusky surface were ly exhibited, but the peculiar heat alluded 
to above was not present, and the offensive odor of the body, though no- 
ticeable, was slight. ‘There was considerable stupor, but cerebral and 
general nervous disturbance was not marked; there was no prominent 
affection of any internal organ. ‘The tendency was to general exhaustion, 
and the case, though of medium severity, is a fair example of a large 
class, which assumed the depressing type during the epidemic, and shows 
well the effect of this form of the fever upon a robust and muscular sub- 
ject. The benefit of a cautious stimulant and tonic treatment, which 


was adop cases, anc ‘ollow ec up even rom an @ y period 
the disease, is manifest. 
The readiness with which, in both of the above cases, sleep was 
induced by minute doses of morphia, also demands notice. 
(To be continued.) 
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AMPUTATION OF THE THIGH UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF THE 
NITROUS OXIDE GAS. 


{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 


One of the objections urged against Mr. Wells’s discovery, was that the 
gas, even if first hit upon, was of little value, and it was so ——- 
because no important operations had been performed under its influence. 
It is surprising that the real comparative value of the two agents has not 
been tested by those who were so free with their opinions. J have now 
the pleasure of relating an operation, extremely well calculated to test 
the powers of the gas, and that, too, upon a patient who remained 
unaffected by ether. 

I was called Nov. 11th, 1847, to see a son of Mr. Goodale, of East 
Hartford, aged 14, in consultation with Dr. Eli Hall, of that place. 
"I'he lad was suffering under very violent inflammation of the periosteum 
of the tibia, extending from the knee to the internal malleolus. Dr. 
Hall had early detected the difficulty ; but it defied remedies of an ordi- 
nary character, and he had now punctured the rg ce, 2 the middle 
of the shaft. I performed Prof. Smith’s operation, by laying open the 
bone six inches, and perforating into its cavity in three points. A great 
amount of pus was discharged, and it welled out of the openings in the 
bone with each pulsation of the marrow. Dr. Hall, several days after, 
made an incision just below the attachment of the ligament of the pa- 
tella. An opening over the internal malleolus was left to itself, as it 
discharged sufficiently free, and no good was likely to result from borin 
the bone at this point. ‘The progress of the disease in the up on 
of the tibia appeared to be stayed, though there was considerable dis- 
charge of matter. The lower opening soon communicated with the 
joint, as was feared it would do, and the constitutional symptoms as- 
sumed an alarming character. Four or five bed sores upon the hips 
and sacrum, one being several inches in circumference, and the impos- 
sibility of dressing these, from the difficulty of moving the patient, de- 
manded the speedy removal of the offending limb. For the purpose 
of testing the effects of ether, it was freely administered several days pre 
vious to the operation, at a dressing. Nearly two ounces were used, 
both in ao inhaler, and by a sponge, but with scarcely perceptible effects 
It is to be borne in mind that the patient was extremely agitated, fearful 
of the slightest movement of the limb; would shriek out if the hand 
was lightly laid upon it, and would cry for a long time, if he anticipated 
any attempt to elevate it. 

January Ist, 3848. With the assistance of Drs. Hall and G. B. 
Hawley, and H. Wells and Mr. Reed, dentists, the operation was per- 
formed with the most gratifying results. The nitrous oxide gas was 
given as recommended by Mr. Wells, having been previously thoroughly 
washed, a thing which greatly increases the power of the agent and the 
rapidity of its effects. ‘The lad was ina very unpleasant state of mind— 
being greatly alarmed at the number of persons standing around, yet 
ten or twelve inspirations rendered him perfectly quiet. The limb was 
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now elevated without any yn of consciousness, and the limb 
aero" by the double flap incisions, about three inches above 
nee. 

Upon the lad arousing from the state of insensibility, he inquired 
whether the leg was off. He said he did not know when the incisions 
were made, but did when the bone was sawed, though it was evident it 
was not pain which he felt, but the jar of the system, as has been ex- 

by older patients when under the effects of ether. After secur- 
ing the arteries, several stitches were taken, when the lad was in his 
natural state ; of this he complained bitterly, and to such an extent that 
the gas was again given. now cut off a portion of the popliteal 
nerve, which might have been F aoe between the lower flap and bone, 
and took the last stitch. Of he was totally unconscious. Up to 
the present time the patient has been mending ; not the slightest bad 
— has followed as the effect of the gas, and every anticipation is 
sae of a speedy recovery, under the care of his able physician 

Hall. 

I am thus particular in recounting the effects of the gas, similar in so 
many respects to that of ether, because, although it has been freely used 
in slighter cases, it has never before to my knowledge been used in a 
capital operation. On the present occasion it has proved itself decidedly 
the best of the two agents. I hope others will now be induced to try 
further what may be accomplished with the nitrous oxide, which invites 
their scrutiny. t let them be sure that it is well prepared and tho- 
roughly washed, or it may sometimes fail. I believe it to be more sure, 
pleasanter and safer than ether, though others, on trial, may differ from 
me. Ether has especially failed upon children ; the gas, thus far, has 
done much better, and, prepared as it should be, has not as yet proved 
valueless, P. W. 

Hartford, Conn., Jan. 8, 1848. 


ETHERIZATION. 
{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 


More than a year has now elapsed since the first cautious trials of ether 
us an anodyne. The doubts of the timid and the protests of self-con- 
stituted guardians of the public safety, have all disappeared, and we 
a in awarding to this new remedy a high rank among the blessings 
mankind. Its character is simply that of an anodyne, leaving none 
of the unpleasant after effects of : hie administered in the alimenta 
canal. It is not to be looked to for permanent remedial effect, a 
though these may incidentally occur. It annuls pain and promotes 
sleep. Hence, however useful it has proved itself in surgery, its employ- 
ment is destined to be vastly greater in clinical medicine and a 
As far as my observation goes, there is no form a. 
human frame in which it is improper to use it. Its effects are very 


grateful in all spasinodic diseases, in colic, especially painter’s colic, m 
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inflammations, in nervous headache, in neuralgia and rheumatism, and 
though temporary, sometimes confer upon the patient a whole night’s rest. 

Among the causes which have retarded its more general adoption in 
this country, and in Europe, where they have seized upon it with more 
avidity than in the land of its nativity, is the discussion about the best 
form of apparatus for its exhibition. in this neighborhood it is generally 
admitted that the only apparatus necessary is a concave sponge, to be 
held, saturated with ether, over the mouth and nose. The only incon- 
venience of this mode of application is, that its repeated use, in various 
diseases, gives rise to an eczematous inflammation about the mouth and 
a This may be always obviated by covering the face with a piece of 

ed silk, with holes cut for the mouth and nostrils. 

The newly introduced agent, the chloroform, is still more irritating 
to the skin and prolabia. It is easy to devise funnel-shaped instruments 
to obviate the evils caused by its contact, but I apprehend it will only be 
necessary to place the sponge, holding the chloroform, in a small open- 
mouthed phial fastened in the middle of a silk handkerchief, and tie the 
corners of it over the head. This latter agent is so much more portable 
and agreeable, that if its effects are found to be as certain and satisfac- 
tory, and its present cost can be made more moderate, it will supersede 
the use of the ether. A. L. Person. 

Salem, Jan. 10th, 1848. 


THE ORIGIN OF VACCINE VIRUS.. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Sargical Journal. 

Sir,—An apology may appear to you necessary for so long a period 
of silence on a subject of so much importance as the origin of vaccine 
virus. It has been a subject of controversy among medical men for the 
last fifty years. 

Perhaps the experiments which I made with variolous virus in Octo- 
ber, 1835, may throw some light on the subject.* | resided at that time 
in the town of Attleborough. For this act I lost my practice, and was 
compelled to leave my native State and seek a new location. I remov- 
ed to Greenville, Illinois, early in the spring of 1836, and remained there 
until the spring of 1843. I returned home in bad health, with a broken 
Constitution. Since my return my health bas gradually improved, and I 
am now about to enter anew upon the duties of my profession. While 
at the West, I read of Dr. Creely’s or Ceely’s experiments, with vario- 
lous virus. I addressed a note to Dr. Fisher, of Boston, on the subject, 
in January, 1840. I suspected the gentleman from England had bor- 
rowed his idea from a certain guessing, experimenting Yankee, who had 
in 1835 communicated the results of his experiments to Dr. Fisher, and 
that Dr. Fisher had communicated the same to his friend Dr. Creely, as 
no other individual was in the secret except Dr. Fisher; and this ac- 


* See Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, vol. xxv., p. 265-8. 
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counts for Dr. Creely’s visiting Dr. Fisher in 1839, being four years af- 
terwards, as appears from Dr. F'isher’s letter of February 21st, 1840. He 
says, “ Dr. Creely, Dr. Putnam and myself, inserted various matter into 
the Jabia of the cow,” &c. ‘This may be an improvement ; if it is, he 
is justly entitled to the credit of it, and shall have it. 

propose further to show, by facts and documents, and even the gen- 
tleman’s own confession, that he is indebted to me for his idea, or, to say 
the least, I am entitled to priority in the discovery. 

In a report made to the Rensselaer Co. (N. Y.) Medical Society in 
1841, by Dr. Cook (see Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, vol. 
Xxxii., p. 49-55 and 73—75), Dr. Cook, after noticing the experiments 
of Dr. Sonderland and myself, says, “ But probably the most satisfac- 
tory, as being the most complete and best attested experiments of this 
kind, have been those of Mr. Robert Creely, of Aylesbury (Eng.) and 
his associates. Attached to a section or committee of the Provincial Medi- 
cal and Surgical Association, appointed to inquire into the present state of 
vaccination, he states that he undertook, among other experiments, to va- 
riolate the cow ; that his first trials were failures, but that early in 1839, 
he was more successful. He then goes on to state the manner in which 
he inoculated the cow, &c.” ples 

Accordingly, the committee above mentioned, engrafting the princi 
deduced ag Mr. Creely’s experiments into their joint report to the 
Association at Liverpool, July 25th, 1839, proceed at once on the 
ground that the question of origin is now settled, and under the first 
head treat of the “affinities between ” what they call “ cow small 
and human smallpox.” ‘ What many gentlemen in this country failed 
to accomplish, we are happy to say has been at length achieved by one 
of the members of our Association. Mr. Creely, influenced by some 
of the facts and reasonings mentioned above [alluding to the experi- 
ments of Drs. Sonderland and Martin] resolved to attempt to ascertain 
whether he could, by inoculation, impregnate the cow with human small- 
pox.” This, to my mind, amounts to a tacit confession that he (Dr. 
Creely) is indebted to me for his idea of variolating the cow. — 

And further, the reporters designate the experiments of Mr. Creely a 
triumphant conclusion of an investigation of more than fifty years’ du- 
ration ; and they remark, with cordial exultation, that the great problem 
respecting the nature of the security afforded to man by the communi- 
cation of the vaccine disease, is solved. 

It will be perceived, from the above extracts, that Mr. Creely is to 
receive all the credit, and the Association at Liverpool all the honor, of 
settling this difficult and important question. ‘These things ought not 
so to be.” A humble individual of the profession has toiled hard, and 
suffered much, to accomplish this desirable object. And the credit and 
honor, if any there is, should redound to our common country, and to the 
medical ion in particular. _It is for the profession to set this sub- 
ject right, and see that there is no injustice on either side. 

J will now attempt to condense the whole sum and substance, under a 
few general heads. 
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Ist. 1 claim the discovery as original that the cow can be variolated 
with smallpox virus. “This is the great practical question at issue,” 
‘“‘and this discovery puts into the hands of man an unfailing source of the 
vaccine virus, as long as a necessity for its use shall continue. 

2d. That whatever may be the nature of the virus produced, it is a 
safe and sure prophylactic against smallpox, when taken directly from 

cow. 

3d. The gentleman (from England) who has received the credit of 
this important discovery, is in my opinion in an error, and in conse- 
quence of building on another’s foundation, has drawn false conclusions. 

S. Attleboro’, Ms., Jan. 8, 1848. J. C. Martyn. 


The following is the letter from Dr. Fisher alluded to above. 
Boston, February 21st, 1840. 
To J. CO. Martyn, M.D. 


My Dear Sir,—I have had the pleasure of hearing from you through 
your father-in-law, and also through Dr. Flagg, and be assured that I 
was made happy in learning that you had not fallen a lifeless victim to 
the shafts of enemies, or the “damning praise” of false friends ; and 
that you are now flourishing in the great West—the land of enter- 

ise and of future greatness. It had been a long time, when Dr. 
Flagg called on me, that I had not heard of your whereabouts, or I 
should have written you on the subject of our old conversation—the 
ae vaccine virus by inoculation of the cow with vario- 

virus. 

The letter which I received from you, containing a detailed account of 

experiments, I read before our Medical Club, and accompanied them 

y some remarks of my own upon the subject of which it treated. The 
reading of the paper created quite an interest among the members of the 
sosiety, and you received much and deserved commendation from them 
for the experiments you made. Had you been a physician of Boston, 
experiments would have redounded to your osetht and reputation ; 

t in the place where you resided, it seems you only received re- 
proaches for your laudable and scientific efforts to aid. and promote 
the cause of science and humanity. Envy and ignorance must have 
been the cause of the opposition which was manifested towards you. 
Such feelings and such conduct are never entertained by the medical 
philosopher. They can emanate only from small minds and from 
quacks and the supporters of quacks. ‘They are to be despised by all 
high and honorable minds. 

I have noticed what you say touching your experiments for the re- 
production of vaccine virus, and you ought to have, and shall have, 
the credit of making these experiments. I believe in the original theory 
of Jenner—that the cowpox is the human smallpox, affecting the cow. 

The late experiments in England and in this city prove this to be 
the true theory. A Dr. Creely, of England, during the past year, 
has inoculated a number of cows with variolous virus, and produced a 
vesicle which contained pure vaccine virus—which when inserted into 
the arms of children, produced the true vaccine vesicle. 
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The same experiment has succeeded here under the hands of Dr. 
Putnam. 

Five days ago, I inoculated a cow, and a friend of mine, Dr. Whitney, of 
Newton, inoculated three cows, with variolous virus. What the result 
of these inoculations will be, 1 cannot yet tell. 1 will inform you in 
due season. Dr. Creely, Dr. Putnam and myself inserted the virus 
into the labia of the cow—just at the point where the mucous membrane 
begins to show itself, ‘This is the best and most convenient place of 
inoculation to insure the production of pustule. 

Believe me very truly your friend, 
Joun D. Fisner. 


MEDICAL LECTURES AT NEW HAVEN AND NEW YORK. 


[Communicated for the Boston Med. and Surg. Journal.) 


In passing through New Haven, I stepped in to hear a lecture from Drs. 
Ives, Knight and Silliman. Dr. Ives’s lecture was upon the cutaneous 
diseases, rupia and herpes, zoster or shingles. [t was mostly of a practi- 
cal character. He stated that a solution of salicine was the best medi- 
cine for the shingles, used both internally and externally as a wash. The 
doctor claimed the honor of introducing this article into the treatment 
of this disease. He informed the class that a very good substitute was 
afforded in the decoction of the bark of the Lombardy poplar. He 
stated that this decoction was the most effectual remedy for the very un- 
comfortable dryness of the tongue in protracted fevers: to be prepared 
by filling a vessel with the bark scraped finely, and then filled up with 
warm water and steeped. Dr. |. remarked that any of our indigenous 
species of poplar would answer as a substitute for the Lombardy poplar, 
which is an exotic. He told his class that shingles were always sailed 
to one side of the body, and never extended around it; also that those 
who had once had an attack of this disease, were more liable to subse- 
quent attacks than those who had never been afflicted with it. The 
common doctrine, that has credence with us, is in direct contradiction to 
this. What is the testimony of the profession on this point ? 

Dr. Knight, who lectures on surgery, gave an interesting lecture on 
injuries of the head; such as fractures of the cranium, compression and 
concussion of the brain. Dr. K. urged very strongly the danger and im- 
propriety of adopting a rigid antiphlogistic treatment, by way of 93 74 
tion of inflammation subsequent to the reception of these mjuries, He 
stated that Sir Astley Cooper and some others had witnessed cases where 
the patient had been depleted beyond the recuperative powers of the sys- 
tem, and it was unsafe and unnecessary to deplete until indubitable symp- 
toms of inflammation had supervened. | 

I need only say that Dr. Silliman sustained his reputation in the lec- 
ture I attended, and his popularity was evinced by the superior number 
of his audience, among whom were a class of about twenty ladies. This 
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reflects much credit on the ladies of New Haven, and not a little on their 
professor of chemistry. | 

But one thing New Haven must plead guilty of, and that is, of hiding 
its light under a bushel, by placing that beautiful piece of architecture, 
the College Library, in the back yard, behind the College buildings— 
these Fogo A excluding a view of it from the street in front. 

At New York, I yore into the University, and heard Dr. Payne, of 
Bowditch and Louis celebrity. He was alluding to the views of many 
writers on tobacco. He told his class that it was a most deadly poison, 
and very dangerous to be used, even in small quantities, as a medicinal 
agent ; and dissuaded them from ever using it in this way; yet he con- 
cluded by —s that there was no satisfactory proof of its ever havi 
been productive of injurious effects on the human constitution, when 
with moderation, as a luxury. 

Yours very truly, B. Smarr. 

Philadelphia, Jan. 9, 1848. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


PO 


BOSTON, JANUARY 12, 1848. 


Honoring a retiring Editor.—A circular announces the disposition of a 
number of the profession in England, to present Dr. Forbes, late editor of 
the British and Foreign Medical Review, some token of their respect for his 
past editorial services—but the idea is gathered that a kind of re-imburse- 
ment is contemplated, for his pecuniary losses in carrying on that Journal, 
with a decreasing subscription, which ended in its death. After recounting 
his claims on those who believe that Dr. Forbes has been successful in 
raising the standard of medical literature in his own country, and deploring 
the final disappearance of a critical Journal, which was hailed with delight 
for twelve consecutive years, the circular goes on to say, that “ Jt has been 
suggested that the present is a fitting occasion for the Profession to testify 
their respect for the literary and scientific character of Dr. Forbes, and their 
sense of the value of his disinterested services in establishing, and carrying 
on for a period of twelve pears, the British and Foreign Medical Review. 
And we have the pleasure to inform you that many of the most eminent 


members of the profession have already signified their readiness to unite in. 


the necessary measures for presenting Dr. Forbes with some lasting memo- 
tial of their approval and esteem. A committee of subscribers has. been 
formed, and with their sanction we write to request your co-operation, in 
the belief that you will participate in the sentiments above expressed. 
amount of the subscription is limited to five dollars.” Those disposed to 
contribute to this fund, in the United States, may forward their subscription 
to Dr. John C. Warren, of Boston. 

What phases there are in the life of a medical writer! Not long ago 
the welkin rang with regrets, and much abuse against this same much- 


esteemed and commiserated editor, because he broke through the wall 
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which encircled the old school of physic, and dared to speak out in favor of 
a reform. Young Physic, with trumpet mouth, was heard even as far off as 
the prairies, after having crossed the Atlantic—and yet this identical traitor 
to the a old stereotyped method of thinking, now claims or receives the 
sympathy of the very persons who were ready to decapitate him with one 
of his own paper cutters. So the world goes—consistency and inconsist- 
ency joined hand in hand. There are veteran medical editors in the United 
States, equally unfortunate in a similar enterprise, who have claims u 

our sympathy for their misfortunes. Dr. Forbes is indeed a distinguished 
medical writer, and we honor him for his talents and the exertions he has 
made to give character and dignity to the science of medicine, and trust 
that the British medical public will make such manifestations of personal 
respect for his services, as shall not only convince him of their sincerity, 
but also be an encouragement to others; although we doubt whether Ameri- 
can physicians will show quite as much enthusiasm in the case as his own 


countrymen. 


Researches on Meteorology.—A reprint from the New Orleans Medical 
and Surgical Journal, presents medical philosophers and others curious in 
such investigations, with a singularly instructive paper on meteorology. It 
abounds in important information, which but few persons in this or any 
other country could have collected and concentrated in a form at once so 
convenient for reference and complete in detail. It is one of the peculiar- 
ities of Dr. Bennett Dowler, the author, to completely investigate e 
subject on which his thoroughly vigorous mind is brought to bear. He is 
a treasure to the New Orleans Journal, as that periodical, through him, is 
able to show the efforts of a strong man—long may he live to elevate and 
enrich a science to which he is so devoted: 


Swedenborg’s Chemisty.—Emanuel Swedenborg wrote upon almost 
every department of science. Unfortunately, he wrote entirely in Latin, 
which might never have been disturbed in the mould that had gathered 
round the piles of his manuscript still extant in his native country, had it 
not been for the new school of religious inquirers which his genius, 
peculiar doctrines and declared revelations, caused to spring up. Their 
zeal, curiosity, or veneration for the founder of the new church, led to 
a close research for his papers, many of which have been translated. These 
translations have become voluminous already, yet there are many manu- 
scripts still remaining untouched. We have endeavored to keep pace, to 
some extent, with these translations, as they have appeared from time to 
time. It seems that among other things, he wrote a work on chemistry, 
which is now published. The title runs thus :—* Principles of Chemistry 
—being some specimens of a work on the Principles of Chemistry, by 
Emanuel Swedenborg, late Member of the House of Nobles, in the Royal 
Diet of Sweden, &c. Translated from the Latin, vy Berg Edward 
Strutt, Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, Edinburgh.” True it is 
that his theories do not exactly accord with current ones of 1848, but he 
certainly is fairly entitled to the praise of having been a suggestive writer 
on this branch of knowledge. ‘“ Nature manifests herself,” he says, “ by 
forces and forms in all her departments—by these she reveals herself, and 


506 Medical Intelligence. 
by them alone she is recognized. The science which takes cognizance 


of these, are mechanics and geometry. Every force must have a me- 
chanism, and every form a geometry. From this it appears evident that 
geometry and mechanics are the universal sciences of nature, beginning 
where she begins, and ending where she ends, and having a unity through- 
out her whole extent. They lie, then, at the bottom of all the sciences, and 
form the common bond which connects them all.” Notwithstanding the 
frequency with which we have adverted to Swedenborg’s labors, we have 
never yet done justice to his memory, nor has any one, to our knowledge, 
for fear of being accused of paying adoration to a religious visionary. 


Dr. Paine’s Introductory.—This gentleman ey stirs up the elements 
of criticism when he writes. He is pounced upon by the eagles, vultures 
and scientific cormorants, as though he was common prey—yet has he not 
been destroyed. Perhaps the hard conflicts in which he has been en- 
gaged, have had the effect of bringing out those intellectual exertions on 
which the fame of his writings is festined to rest. The present discourse, 
delivered at the opening of his annual course on the Institutes of Medi- 
cine and Materia Medica in the University of New York, is characterized 
a boldness of thought, vigor of expression, and a deep vein of philosophy. 

he fact is, the medical public is uncommonly excited in these latter days, 
if any one presumes to advance new doctrines, or very particularly disturb 
any of the old ones. A state of profound repose seems to be greatly covet- 
ed, and when a landmark of times is looked at, the cry of rebellion 
is rung over the land. 


Chloroform Inhalers.—A medical friend has kindly laid upon our table 
a simpler contrivance for breathing chloroform than any one heretofore 
roduced. It is made of fine pasteboard, lined inside and out. with a valve 
or the escape of expired air. It has a sponge within for receiving chloro- 
form. The cost is 25 cents, and, as it seems to us, will answer as good a 
urpose as if it cost as many dollars. It may be bought at Gregory & Co.'s, 
o. 25 Court st.—Dr. Hitchcock has also constructed a beautiful instru- 
meant for inhaling the ether or chloroform. It is small, delicately fabricated, 
of pure silver, and on the whole, one of the best of the metallic contrivances 
exhibited. The cost is from five to six dollars. It may be seen at his 
dental rooms, Court street. 


Female Physicians.—The novel event of a female medical student being 
in attendance at the Geneva College having been the subject of remarks in 
Medical and other Periodicals, we are led to state the circumstances, which 
are briefly as follows :— 

Shortly after the commencement of the lecture session now in pro- 

s, the Faculty of the Geneva College received an application, 

y letter, for the admission of a lady to the privileges of the Institu- 

tion. The Faculty resolved to submit the letter (written by the applicant 
herself) to the class, and to return a favorable reply provided no objections 
thereto were entertained. The class adopted unanimously, resolutions ex- 
pressing their willingness that the applicant should be received, and pledg- 
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ing themselves to treat her with respectful consideration. She was accord- 
_ ingly admitted, and has thus far attended the lectures in all the departments, 
as well as surgical operations, and dissections, personally participating in 
the Jatter. Nothing has transpired as yet to disprove the propriety of the 
action taken by the Faculty and class. In so far as her presence in the 
lecture room has had any influence, it has been conducive to a more strict 
observance of decorum than is usual with medical classes, and any embar- 
rassment which may have been felt by all parties has long since disappeared. 
It is understood that previously to her application to the Geneva College, 
she had applied to be received at the institutions of Philadelphia, New 
York city and Boston, but without success. Geneva College will there- 
fore be entitled to the distinction, meritorious or otherwise, of first practi- 
cally exemplifying the experiment of opening the door of medical instruc- 
tion to a female candidate for the medical profession.— Buffalo Med. Jour. 


Medical Miscellany.—The Edinburgh Phrenological Journal is about 
coming to a literary death, after living twenty years.—Deaths in Warren, 
R. L., in 1847, only 35, the population being 2600.—The trial of Dr. 
Coolidge, for murder, in Maine, is to commence on the 25th —A mesmeric 
female clairvoyant, who prescribed for diseases, is about being tried for 
her life in Belgium, as the patient died soon after taking the medicine she 
directed.—A work has appeared in New York, on the wonderful efficacy 
of the water cure. Probably written by some one who would like to dis- 
pose of his stock.—Dr. James Deane, of Greenfield, Mass., has furnished 
another article for a forth-coming number of the American Journal, on 
the fossil footsteps of a new species of quadruped, accompanied by a plate. 
He is doing good service for geology.—Ophthalmia, writes home the mis- 
sionaries, has been very prevalent the last year at Khorassan, Kerman and 
Ispahan, indeed in every part of Persia, except Azirbajan. Cholera has 
swept over Persia. For ten days it raged through the city of Oroomiah, 
like a fire—carrying off 400 in a single day. It was presumed that 4000 
died, and perhaps more, in the first-named period.— At Sandersville, Geo., 
21st ult.,a rencontre took place between Gen. Bostick and Dr. Barge, 
which resulted in the death of the latter.—The great Swedish chemist, 
Berzelius, is so dangerously ill, that his friends despair of his life. 


, Dr. Clapp on athology Diabetes Mellitus, . Story’s Address before 
Vermont Medical Society, have been received. 


Marriep,—In Boston, Dr. to Miss E. B. Sohier.—Dr. H. Button, of 
N. ¥., to Miss E. . Dr. Benj. Cushing A. Q. Thax- 
ter—T. S. Vining, M.D., of Winchester, N. H.,to Miss N. J. Shaw. 


Diev,—In Amsterdam, N. Y., Dr. Oliver Davison, 70. 


Sport. of Boston—for the week Jan. 15th, 73.—Males. 38—females, 35.— 
Sullborn, Of cousumption, 11l—typhus fever, Il—child-bed, 
apoplexy, 1—cancer, 1—marasmus, 2—inflammation of the , bowels, 
l—croup, , l—«lysentery, 
liver, l—old age, 1—<isease of the brain, 1—accidental, | \ 

Under 5 years, 27—between 5 and 20 years, ween 20 and 40 years, 17—between 40 
and 60 years, 13—over 60 years, 6. 


. 
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Death of the celebrated Professor Dieffenbach.—A private correspondent 
in Berlin informs us that this distinguished surgeon dropped down dead, at 
three o’clock in the day, on the 11th instant, just after lecturing. He had 
previously been in good health. The career of this talented and eccentric 
character might form the subject for a romance. J. F. Dieffenbach was a 
theological student in one of the German universities, in 1812, At the 
time of the war of liberation he entered the Prussian service, and fought as 
a private soldier at the battle of Waterloo. After the peace he took to the 
profession of the law; but from some disagreement with the professor of 
the university in which he studied, he relinquished that pursuit, and studied 
medicine. teat were his difficulties, and long his early struggles ; at 
last he came to Berlin, and there his unwearied energy, his boldness, and 
thorough determination to succeed, finally met its reward. Dieffenbach 
labored among the poor, and his first rise is owing to the following curious 
circumstance :—Rust, the celebrated surgeon and anatomist, and at that 
time Proto-medicus of Prussia, one night missed his way on leaving the 
apartment of a patient, and coming down by a back stairs in one of the 

t houses or hotels in Berlin, was attracted by a light which proceeded 

m a small chamber, not larger than a dog kennel,at the foot of the stairs. 
On looking in, he was not a little astonished to see the apartment occupied 
by two old women and a young man, who, by the glimmer of a small flick- 
ering lamp, was operating for a strangulated hernia, on one of the crones, 
who lay upon a wretched pallet—the operator was Dieffenbach. This was 
the beginning of his fortune. Surgery has lost one of the boldest 
operators in Europe, and the charité clinique its chief attraction: he might 
have been with justice styled the father of plastic surgery. His improve- 
ments in this branch—his operation for the removal of squint, and his 
various ingenious contrivances for the removal of deformities, and the 
restoration of lost parts, are already well known. The cause of his sudden 
death had not been ascertained when our correspondent wrote. He was 
between fifty-five and sixty years of age.—London Lancet. 


Discharge of a Tooth from the Ear. By Menvin Coates, Great Mal- 
vern, Nov. 1847.—The following curious case happened in my practice. 
At the time of its occurrence I resided in the Isle of Wight. In the sum- 
mer of 1846, being myself absent from home, a friend was called upon to 
attend an old, poor man, who had suffered for some days from severe pain 
over the whole of one side of the face and head, but more intensely still 
about the ear. He found him feverish, in great pain, and incapable of 
opening his mouth; the pinna and skin lining the external meatus were 
highly inflamed and swollen. Warm fomentations, poultices and purga- 
tives were ordered. Two days afterwards I paid him a visit. He was 
then in great pain, and, otherwise, much in the same state as I have already 
described, but, in addition, there was an oozing of pus from the meatus, 
and almost entire closure of that passage by a whitish substance, which the 
patient conjectured to be a piece of onion, introduced there by the recom- 
mendation of some old woman, but which a probe detected to be bony. 
The patient declining to have this removed, he was recommended to foment 
and poultice. That same night a fit of sneezing forced out the piece of 
bone felt by the probe, which proved to be one of the wisdom-teeth of the 
upper jaw ; after that, the man got well.—Jbid. 
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